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India dipped its hand freely into the profit bag, that so wide-
spread a speeding-up of demand offered to all who could
supply.

In Bombay the predominant trading-houses have been
largely Indian and Parsee, in contradistinction to Calcutta;
but at all the great ports, wealthy houses, great merchants,
large demand for labour, and especially for clerical labour,
European and Indian prevailed. Immediately after the
War, the world's rush to refill was intensified in India, and
a boom that could not last, rose and failed. It was followed
by normal return to prosperity, before the world's depression
involved not only the great houses British and Indian, of the
ports, but of the whole of India.

The falsehood and venom which Congress and Gandhi suc-
ceeded in engendering have disturbed harmonious business
relations, and have brought out trade and racial animosities
against the British firms, that are often entirely unreasonable.
They have been guided by a blind attempt to harm, rather than
to share, an attempt based on some racial chimera that has
fizzled and bubbled in minds gone sour. It is to tackle such
trouble that the White Paper proposes to give the Governor-
General power to prevent all legislation based on unfair or
one-sided discrimination, the blocking of European, Moslem
and Hindu trade, for racial reasons. In the blind hysteria
which can sometimes be called forth in India, this is an
essential reserve power to be kept in the hands of authority.

Far more however, than hostility, Congress venom, and
the like, it is the great collapse of world trade and prosperity
that has wrought havoc with the big European business firms
as it has with Indian ones. It is doubtful if ever again the
commercial aristocracy of Calcutta can rise in its old stately
form. The advantageous opening for the fortunate young
men who entered the cadet services of the firms may not
exist again on similar lines, and the number of European
partners, managers and assistants will probably be less.
That question, however, is generally outside the scope of
this book save to state the situation, and to draw attention